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Socialism’s Anti-Christian Princip!es 
Tue Most Rev. SEBASTIAN G. MEssMeEr, D.D. 


A Letter Written to the Clergy of the Milwaukee 
Archdiocese, March 27, 1919. 


R= DEAR SIR: In response to the wishes ex- 
pressed at the meeting of the priests of Milwaukee 
County, held some days ago at the Chancery Hall, I 
hereby submit to you some of the suggestions made, and 
in particular the reasons why the Catholics of Milwaukee 
County should vote the non-partisan ticket at the election 
on April 1, 1919. The following explanations are not 
written in order to be read from the pulpit, but for the 
purpose of furnishing some thoughts which you are 
expected to arrange for a sermon to be preached at the 
principal Masses on next Sunday, March 30: 

I. It was the unanimous sense of the assembled priests 
that it is of the utmost importance to keep the judicial 
courts and the school board of Milwaukee out of the 
hands and the control of the Social-Democratic party. 
_ Knowing well what the principles and ultimate objects of 
Socialism are we can easily understand what the terrible 
consequences of a free Socialistic administration would 
be in regard to the social and political, as well as the moral 
and religious, conditions of our commonwealth. This will 
appear more clearly from the explanations following later 
on under paragraph IV. Moreover, as the Socialist party 
is making a powerful campaign to carry the present elec- 
tions of judges and of the school board, it becomes the 
duty of all citizens, men and women, who stand for public 
order and law, for Christian morality and justice, for 
religion and the spiritual interests of man, to put forth 
their united efforts at the coming elections to win the day 
for the non-partisan—that is the non-Socialistic ticket. It 
is well known that the vote of their women adds great 
strength to the vote of the Socialists. This, together 
with the reasons flowing from the nature of the great 
questions involved in this election, makes it a matter of 
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duty for our Catholic and other Christian women to go 
to the polls next Tuesday. No matter whether we approve 
of woman suffrage or not as long as the State of Wis- 
consin has given to its women citizens the right of voting 
it becomes a sacred duty to exercise this right, espe- 
cially when it is so necessary for the defense of the 
highest interests of society, social, moral and religious. 
Let the pastors explain to our Catholic women that by 
voting at this election they do not join the ranks of so- 
called “suffragettes,” nor give approval to the false prin- 
ciples of woman suffrage. It is well to state also that 
women can vote only for the school, board, but that the 
school board is a most important official body of our city 
administration. 

II. It is a fact, unfortunately, that many Christian 
believers who are church members either of the Catholic 
Faith or of some other religious denomination have joined 
the Socialistic ranks or at least have become strong sym- 
pathizers with the Socialist party. They have done so in 
good faith ; that is to say, in entire ignorance of the funda- 
mental principles and ultimate aspirations of Socialism. 
They are deceived by the plea that Socialism is nothing 
but a purely economic question and that the whole and 
sole object of Socialism is the betterment of the laboring 
classes ; that Socialism is the only friend of the laboring 
man; that the Socialist party is the only political party 
which, is not looking for any selfish interests of its own, 
but only to the abolishing of all political dishonesty and 
social injustice; that Socialists are not in any manner 
fighting Christian morality and religion, but only the 
autocracy and principles of a powerful capitalism which 
is keeping the lower classes in economic and social 
slavery; that social democracy has no intention of up- 
setting the fundamental basis of public order and gov- 
ernment and of thus establishing a reign of anarchy, but 
that it only means to remove the social evils in modern 
society by rearranging the public conditions of society so 
as to fit in with the policy of a pure and absolute democ- 
racy wherein all citizens shall have full and equal rights 
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These are all fine phrases invented to deceive and cap- 
ture the man who does not know what is their hidden and 
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fuller meaning. Today, when thousands of men and 
women are caught in the net of Socialism by this siren 
song of these well-sounding and alluring professions of 
the Socialist party, it become more than ever a grave duty 
of the recognized teachers and guides of the people at 
large to show them the fallacy of these professions and 
to uncover and explain to the public the true principles 
of the Socialist system and its dire consequences to 
society if put into practice. On the other hand, it is just 
as necessary to make the people understand that not all 
social reforms nor all theories of modern sociology are 
Socialism. Far from it. The public care of the sick and 
the poor, of the blind, the deaf and the feeble-minded, 
State insurance of the aged and infirm, public work for 
the unemployed; a just wage, a minimum wage, a just 
time and amount of work, the need of proper rest for 
the laborer; insurance of the employee against: danger to 
health and life in the factory; the proper housing and 
sanitary conditions in city and village; municipal and 
State ownership of public utilities— for instance, the 
railroads, electric plants, water-power, telegraph and tele- 
phone; the right of separate organizations and unions of 
laborers; compulsory common education and State sup- 
port to higher institutions of learning; universal suffrage, 
initiative and -referendum, direct election of Federal and 
State officials—all these features of modern life are not 
Socialistic reforms and acquisitions. Socialism ‘cannot 
claim them as its own products, just as little as it can 
claim for itself the doctrine of the solidarity, national and 
international, of the human race; or the doctrine of the 
eminent domain of the State and of its right to establish 
certain impediments of marriage; or the doctrine of the 
rights of the government to regulate the market price of 
provisions and the necessaries of life; the maximum rate 
of interest, the liquor traffic, certain ways and methods in 
commerce and industry; or the doctrine of the right of 
the starving beggar to help himself to a loaf of bread 
wherever he finds it; or the doctrine of woman’s equal 
dignity with man. 

These and a hundred other- matters of public and 
national life, have been discussed by Christian philoso- 
phers and statesmen and established and regulated in 
some form or other by the laws of Christian nations and 
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municipalities long before modern Socialism was born. 
When we see so many men of upright and honest char- 
acter, men with a full sense of public order and authority, 
men imbued with Christian and religious ideas, men 
deeply concerned in the welfare of their fellow-citizens 
and of the commonwealth, men ready to defend the 
sanctity and inviolability of the family and the rights of 
parents and children, men who in their private and public 
life stand before us as loyal and exemplary citizens—I 
say, when we see such men join the Socialistic ranks and 
vote for Socialistic tickets, we are forced to the conclusion 
that these men do so because they do not know what 
Socialism really is, and what the true Socialist stands for. 
They may consider themselves as being Socialists; but 
by their own principles and convictions they are as far 
from Socialism as Mohammedanism is from Christianity, 
although both proclaim Christ to be a prophet of God. 
These men are deceived in two ways, first by the exagger- 
ated claims of the Socialists, who put all modern social 
reforms to the exclusive credit of themselves, when in 
fact they are not entitled to the honor; secondly, by the 
clever trick of the Socialists in presenting to the great 
masses of Christian believers only the purely economic 
projects of Socialism, but hiding away under ambiguous 
phrases the great revolutionary principles regarding the 
social fabric of society and their hostile attitude towards 
the Christian religion. Hence arises the urgent duty of 
every intelligent citizen to study the whole and entire 
system of Socialism with all its various doctrines and 
theories, the urgent duty of able men, be they clergymen 
or laymen, to enlighten the people at large, in speech and 
written word, on the true teachings of Socialism and its 
practical consequences for the family, the State and the 
Church. 
Tue Socrauist’s System. 

III. It is clearly impossible to give here a full exposé 
of the fundamental principles of Socialism and to show 
in all their bearings its atheistic and anti-Christian ten- 
dencies. Fortunately this has been done by excellent 
writers and there is no lack of either books or pamphlets 
in which the true nature and purpose of Socialism and its 
bearing upon the highest interests of State and Church 
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have been fully exposed. Here we meet at once an 
objection of Socialists which has greatly misled not a few 
honest inquirers. They tell us that in proof of the anti- 
Christian character of Socialism we bring forth only 
separate and incidental remarks of some individual So- 
cialistic writers whose ideas and sentiments cannot be 
attributed to Socialism as a system or to the Socialists 
as an organized body. But the answer is easy. Our 
charge of atheistic and anti-Christian principles of Social- 
ism is based upon the public platforms of the Socialist 
party in various countries; upon speeches delivered and 
applauded in their conventions and other public meetings ; 
upon the books published by their recognized leaders and 
recommended and distributed as the recognized text-books 
of genuine Socialism; in a word, upon sources which in 
their ensemble furnish the authorized expression of the 
true and real principles of Socialism. We do not say that 
all Socialists and every man of them believe all and every 
doctrine or theory set forth either by some individual 
Socialist writer or even by the party itself, just as no 
one thinks that every Democrat stands by everything on 
the Democratic platform or that every Republican believes 
in every statement sent forth by the Republican party. 
3ut just as the Democratic and Republican parties stand 
each for certain distinct and clearly formulated theoretic 
principles and practical postulates, so does the Socialist 
party stand for its own distinctive principles and demands. 
Socialism does more than this. Neither the Democratic 
nor the Republican party have developed any philosophic 
or sociological system to explain and defend their political 
principles. But Socialism has a fully developed and 
greatly elaborated system by which it tries to explain and 
defend in strictly scientific method its principles and 
postulates. To understand what Socialism is and what it 
means for human society, it is absolutely necessary to 
study the whole system or philosophy of Socialism, and 
not merely what is put before us as so-called practical 
Socialism with its purely economical reforms. Socialism 
as a modern philosophy or doctrinal system giving life and 
strength and direction to the mighty Socialistic movement 
among the modern nations of Europe, America and even 
Asia is not. concerned with purely economic conditions 
only, but it touches directly and most forcibly great and 
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far-reaching questions of morality and religion. Were 
Socialism a mere matter of politics and political economy, 
Christianity would let it alone as it does the Democratic 
and Republican or any other political party, as long as 
they do not trespass on the religious domain. It is entirely 
different with Socialism, which is positively antagonistic 
and hostile to Christianity. One of its greatest leaders 
openly admitted that Socialism and Christianity are to one 
another like fire and water. We do not fight Socialism 
because it is a political party; we fight Socialism, system 
and party, because it is a pronounced and self-confessed 
enemy of Christianity and in particular of the Catholic 
Church. 
THE SocrAtist’s PRINCIPLES. 

IV. What then are the main anti-Christian principles 
of Socialism? Christianity teaches the existence of God, 
the Creator of heaven and earth, the Ruler of the uni- 
verse, whose sovereign will must be obeyed by the nations 
as well as by the individual man; who governs the des- 
tinies of the human race by His Divine Providence; who 
is Himself in the glory of heaven the last and supreme 
end of all men. Socialism denies all this by making 
materialism the basis of its whole philosophy and by 
proclaiming the social commonwealth as the supreme and 
independent ruler of all things. 

Christianity teaches that God established the natural 
order in the material world as well as in the human race; 
that public order and public authority are essential de- 
mands of this natural order and law; that therefore all 
public authority comes from God, not from man, al- 
though man may determine and select the bearer of that 
authority ; that obedience to public authority is therefore, 
as the Apostle teaches, a law of God and a duty of 
conscience. Socialism again denies all this. No man has 
authority over another, as all are absolutely equal. If 
perhaps there might be need of some public power and 
consequently of civil obedience, it is merely an accidental 
outcome of passing economic and material conditions, not 
a permanent law of God. 

Christianity teaches that man is made by God for an 
eternal happiness in heaven and that his present life is 
only a preparation and his earthly goods are only a means 
for attaining a higher end in the future life. His whole 
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life here below is to be directed to and regulated by the 
higher interests of the life to come. Socialism tells us 
that this is all nonsense and that man is made to enjoy 
his present life and let the future take care of itself. 

Christianity teaches that the family is the corner-stone 
of society ; that it is prior to the State and has by God’s 
order rights which the State cannot take from it; that 
society exists for the individual, not vice versa, and that 
society is bound to respect and protect the natural rights 
of the individual, to assist and help the individual man in 
working out the ends of his existence in this as well as in 
the other world. Socialism again denies all this. It makes 
the social commonwealth or the State supreme in all 
things; the family and the individual exist for the State 
and are therefore entirely at the mercy of the State. 
Family and individual have no rights except what the 
social commonwealth—that is, the majority—are willing 
to grant. By these principles Socialism, under the cloak 
of a pure democracy, proclaims and establishes the 
autocracy of a lawless majority; for there is no law or 
public authority in the Socialist commonwealth. 

Christianity teaches that the child belongs to the family, 
that father and mother have an authority and a conse- 
quent responsibility over the child given them by God, 
rights and duties regarding the bodily, mental, moral and 
religious bringing up of the child which the State cannot 
take from them unless where the parents themselves are 
either incapable or unwilling to exercise their duties. The 
State may—sometimes it must—assist parents in this 
great work of bringing up their children, but it mdy 
never override much less destroy any parental rights. 
Socialism claims every child for the State. It may em- 
ploy the parents as its agents and leave them the child for 
a time, or it may take the child entirely away from them 
and place it in its own institutions. The mental and 
a training of the child belongs exclusively to the 

tate. , ; 

Christianity teaches that marriage is the source and 
fountain of the family; that its great purpose is not the 
material production of children, but the moral and relig- 
ious upbuilding of these children into children of God and 
useful members of society ; that marriage cannot properly 
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accomplish its God-given work unless it enjoys the quali- 
ties of permanency and unity. According to Catholic 
faith this permanency and unity is absolute and marriage 
.udissoluble; marriage is an ordinance of God and by 
the institution of Christ a Sacrament of the supernatural 
order. Socialism teaches that the only and sole object of 
marriage is to bring forth children and citizens for the 
State so as to prevent the human race from dying out; 
marriage is the private concern of man and woman, and 
may be dissolved by the free-will of the married parties; 
the State has absolute control over marriage, and must, 
according to its own judgment, regulate the conditions 
affecting the production of the human child. These are 
teachings outrageously offensive to the Christian ear, yet 
they are genuine Socialism. 

Christianity teaches that the Lord God has given the 
earth and all that is therein to the children of men; that 
for many reasons God has given to every one the right of 
possessing in his own name earthly goods, the soil and its 
products, the fruits of its labor and ingenuity, and that 
this private property of his may not be taken away from 
him without just cause; that the right of private owner- 
ship does not derive from human law, but from God’s 
will manifested in the natural order. Radical Socialism 
denies the right of any and all private ownership; all 
things are the common property of the social common- 
wealth. A so-called moderate Socialism allows the 
private ownership of things needed for consumption, but 
denies all private property in the products of human 
industry and in the means of production, including the 
land and the natural resources of the country. If carried 
to its last consequences this moderate Socialism in prac- 
. tice will leave a man no private property whatever except 

the food that he eats and the clothes on his back. 

SoOcIALISM AND RELIGION. 

Finally Christianity maintains that religion—that is, 
the belief and knowledge of a Supreme Being and its 
relations with man and man’s acknowledgment of and 
subjection to this Supreme Being—is an essential duty of 
every man; that all men therefore must have religion. It 
teaches that, while the Jewish religion was revealed by 
God for the children of Abraham and the economy of 
tre Old Testament, God has in these later days revealed 
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Himself and His heavenly truths in fuller measure and 
clearer light through His Eternal Son, Jesus Christ, and 
that therefore in the new dispensation the Christian relig- 
ion is the only true religion which all are bound to profess 
and practise. Catholic Faith teaches that this Christian 
religion is preserved and taught in all its fulness and 
purity by the Catholic Church. Socialism professes no 
religion. On the plea that religion is the private affair of 
each individual it demands the absolute secularization of 
society and the State; there is no religion for the people, 
the family, or the individual. While Socialism ostensibly 
grants liberty of religion, it recognizes no rights of relig- 
ion. As it denies God, so it denies the need of religion. 
The State or Socialistic commonwealth must be without 
religion—that is, atheistic. 

V. With these principles of Socialism regarding 
morality and religion arid the basis of society in view, is 
it any wonder that. the great Popes of modern times— 
Pius IX, Leo XIII, Pius X—have repeatedly, explicitly 
and formally condemned Socialism? Is it any wonder 
that priests and bishops teach that no Catholic can be a 
Socialist or join a Socialist union, or support the So- 
cialistic movement, or vote the Socialistic ticket? Do not 
say: “I don’t favor Socialism as a system. I only favor 
the Socialistic party.” This is a big mistake, for the 
Socialistic party is the concrete and actual realization of 
Socialism itself. Whoever helps the party helps Social- 
ism. Donot say: “I vote for the Socialist man only, not 
for his Socialist belief.” The cases where you may dis- 
tinguish between the man and his principles are not very 
frequent. Moreover, it is often very difficult to decide 
when. the actual conditions of the case may allow you to 
act on such a distinction. Do not say: “I vote the Social- 
istic ticket only as a protest against public abuses or 
against the false and unjust accusations of ‘disloyalty 
made against so many loyal citizens.” You cannot right - 
wrong by committing another wrong, and you are not 
allowed to use an evil means for a good purpose. Do not 
say that here in America Socialism will not be able to 
carry out its nefarious and anti-Christian principles in our 
public and national life. Europe today teaches us a terri- 
ble lesson. What Socialism can and will do if given a free 
hand stands clearly before us in the horrible deeds of the 
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Bolsheviki. Bolshevism is not something new, though 
the name is new. Bolshevism is nothing else but the 
logical and absolutely necessary outcome of Socialism 
wherever this system gets control of the public power 
and resources. Unless Americans fight Socialism under 
every form and on every field we shall infallibly have 
Bolshevism in our own beloved land before the present 
generation shall have passed. But a few years ago who 
would have imagined that events and conditions as we 
see them in Europe today would ever be possible? Yet 
even the fury of the World-War and the indescribable 
misery following in its wake have not been able to stem 
the growing tide of Socialism and Bolshevism with all 
its tyranny and cruelty and beastly crimes, and its open 
hatred of the Christian religion and Christian institutions. 
In conclusion, Reverend Dear Sir, I kindly request you 
once more to urge from pulpit or altar all Catholic voters 
of your parish, men and women, to go to the polls and 
vote the non-partisan ticket. We need not be affraid to 
come out plainly and strongly against Socialism and the 
Socialistic party. It is time to warn our people and to 
teach them in and out of season. Make them understand 
that we are not fighting persons or men who may be 
good and honest men, but we are fighting the bad prin- 
ciples and policies that these men, if elected, may bring 
into their public offices; we are protesting against the aid 
and support and encouragement given to the cause of 
Socialism by voting the Socialistic ticket ; we fight for the 
good name of our beloved city and county by showing 
our fellow-citizens in other States and cities that Mil- 
waukee is not entirely ruled by Socialism; and, what is 
of far greater import, we fight for the great social, moral 
and religious interests of our people, for our schools and 
churches and for the liberty of our Catholic worship. 





The Pope to the American Episcopate 


To James Grppons, CARDINAL OF THE Hoty ROMAN 
Cuurcu, ArcHBISHOP OF BALTIMORE, WILLIAM O’Con- 
NELL, CARDINAL OF THE Hoty Roman Cuurcu, ARCH- 
BISHOP OF BosTON, AND TO THE OTHER ARCHBISHOPS 
AND BisHops OF THE UNITED STATES OE AMERICA 

B ELOVED.: Sons, Venerable Brethren, Health and 

Apostolic Benediction. Your joint letter to Us 
from Washington, where you had gathered to celebrate the 
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Fiftieth Anniversary of the Episcopate of Our beloved 
son James Gibbons, Cardinal Priest of the Holy Roman 
Church, was delivered to Us on his return by Our Ven- 
erable Brother Bonaventura, Titular Archbishop of Cor- 
inth, whom We had sent to represent Us and bear you 
Our message of joy on this very notable occasion. Your 
close union with Us was confirmed anew by the piety and 
affection which your letter breathed, while your own 
intimate union was set forth in ever clearer light by 
the solemn celebration itself, so perfectly and success- 
fully carried out, no less than by the great number and 
the cordiality of those present. For both reasons we 
congratulate you most heartily, Venerable Brethren, all 
the more, indeed, because you took the opportunity to dis- 
cuss matters of the highest import for the welfare of - 
both Church and country. We learn that you have 
unanimously resolved that a yearly meeting of all the 
Bishops shall be held at an appointed place, in order to 
adopt the most suitable means of promoting the interests 
and welfare of the Catholic Church, and that you have 
appointed from among the Bishops two commissions, one 
of which will deal with social questions, while the other 
will study educational probleras, and both will report to 
their Episcopal brethren. This is truly a worthy resolve, 
and with the utmost satisfaction, We bestow upon it Our 
approval. 

It is, indeed, wonderful how greatly the progress of 
Catholicism is favored by those frequent assemblies of 
the Bishops, which Our Predecessors have more than 
once approved. When the knowledge and the experience 
of each are communicated to all the Bishops, it will be 
easily seen what errors are secretly spreading, and how 
they can be extirpated; what threatens to weaken dis- 
cipline among clergy and people and how best the remedy 
can be applied; what movements, if any, either local or 
nation-wide, are afoot for the control or the judicious 
restraint of which the wise direction of the Bishops may 
be most helpful. It is not enough, however, to cast out 
evil; good works must at once take its place, and so 
these men are incited by mutual example. Once admitted 
that the perfection of the harvest depends upon the 
method and the means, it follows easily that the assembled 
Bishops, returning to their respective dioceses, will rival 
one another in reproducing those works which they have 
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seen elsewhere in operation, to the distinct advantage 
- of the Faithful. Indeed, so urgent is the call to a zealous 
and persistent economico-social activity that We need not 

further exhort you in this matter. Be watchful, however, 

lest your flocks, carried away by vain opinions and noisy 

agitation, abandon to their detriment the Christian prin- 

- ciples established by Our Predecessor of happy memory, 
Leo XIII; in his Encyclical Letter “Rerum Novarum.” 

More perilous than ever would this be at the present 

moment, when the whole structure of human society is 

in danger, and all civic charity, swept by storms of envious 

hate, seems likely to shrivel up and disappear. 

Nor is the Catholic education of children and youth 

a matter of less serious import, since it is the solid and 

-secure foundation on which rests the fulness of civil 
order, faith and morality. You are indeed well aware, 

Venerable Brethren, that the Church of God never failed 
on the one hand to encourage most earnestly Catholic edu- 

cation, and on the other vigorously to defend and protect it 
against all attacks; were other proof of this wanting, 
the very activities of the Old World enemies of Christian- 
‘ity would furnish conclusive evidence. Lest the Church 
should keep intact the faith in the hearts of little children, 
lest her own schools should compete successfully with 
public anti-religious schools, her adversaries declare that 
to them alone belongs the right of teaching, and trample 
under foot and violate the native rights of parents regard- 
ing education; while vaunting unlimited liberty, falsely 
so-called, they diminish, withhold, and in every way 
hamper the liberty of religious and Catholic parents as 
regards the education of their children. We are well 
aware that your freedom from these disadvantages has 
enabled you to establish and support with admirable gen- 
erosity and zeal your Catholic schools, nor do We pay 
a lesser meed of praise to the superiors and members of 
the Religious Communities of men and women who, 
under your direction, have spared neither expense nor 
labor in developing throughout the United States the 
prosperity and efficiency of their schools. But, as you 
well realize, we must not so far trust to present pros- 
perity as to neglect provision for the time to come since 
the weal of Church and State depends entirely on the 
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good condition and discipline of the schools, and the 
Christians of the future will be those and those only 
whom you will have taught and trained. 


Tue Catuoric UNIVERSITY. 

Our thoughts at this point turn naturally to the Cath- 
olic University at Washington. We have followed with 
joy its marvelous progress so closely related to the 
highest hope of your churches, and for this Our good- 
will and the public gratitude are owing principally to Our 
Beloved Son the Cardinal Archbishop of Baltimore and 
to the Rector of the University, Our Venerable Brother 
the Titular Bishop of Germanicopolis. While praising 
them, however, We do not forget your own energetic and 
zealous labors, well knowing that you have all hitherto 
contributed in no small measure to the development of 
this seat of higher studies, both ecclesiastical and secular. 
Nor have We any doubt but that, henceforth, you will 
continue even more actively to support an institution of 
such great usefulness and promise as is the University. 

We make known to you also how deeply we rejoice to 
hear that popular devotion to Mary Immaculate has great- 
lv increased in view of the proposal to build on the 
grounds of the University the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception. This most holy purpose merited 
the approval and cordial praise of Our Predecessor of 
happy memory, Pius X. We, too, have always hoped 
that at the earliest possible date there would be built in 
the National Capital of the great Republic, a temple 
worthy of the Celestial Patroness of all America, and 
that all the sooner because, under the special patronage 
of Mary Immaculate, your University has already at- 
tained a high degree of prosperity. The University, We 
trust, will be the attractive center about which will 
gather all who love the teachings of Catholicism; simil- 
larly, We hope that to this great church as to their own 
special sanctuary will come in ever greater numbers, 
moved by religion and piety, not only the students of 
the University, actual and prospective, but also the Cath- 
olic people of the whole United States. O may the day 
soon .dawn when you, Venerable Brethren, will rejoice 
at the completion of so grand an undertaking! Let the 
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good work be pushed rapidly to completion, and for 
that purpose let everyone who glories in the name of 
Catholic contribute more abundantly than usual to the 
collections for this church, and not individuals alone, but 
also all your societies, those particularly which, by their 
rule, are bound to honor in a special way the Mother of 
God. Nor in this holy rivalry should your Catholic 
women be content with second place, since they are 
committed to the promotion of the glory of Mary Im- 
maculate in proportion as it redounds to the glory of their 
own sex. . 

After thus exhorting you, it behooves Us now to set 
an example that will lead Our hearers to contribute with 
pious generosity to this great work of religion, and for 
this reason We have resolved to ornament the high 
altar of this Church with a gift of peculiar value. In 
due time, we shall send to Washington an image of the 
Immaculate Conception made by Our command in the 
Vatican Mosaic Workshop, which shall be at once a proof 
of our devotion towards Mary Immaculate and Our 
good-will toward the Catholic University. Our human 
society, indeed, has reached that stage in which it stands 
in most urgent need of the aid of Mary Immaculate, no 
less than of the joint endeavors of all mankind. It 
moves now along the narrow edge which separates secur- 
ity from ruin, unless it be firmly re-established on the 
basis of charity and justice. 

In this respect, greater efforts are demanded of you 
than of all others, owing to the vast influence which you 
exercise among your people. Retaining, as they do, a 
most firm hold on the ‘principles of reasonable liberty 
and of Christian civilization, they are destined to have 
the chief role in the restoration of peace and order, and 
in the reconstruction of human society on the basis of 
these same principles, when the violence of these tempest- 
uous days shall have passed. Meantime, We very loving- 
ly in the Lord impart the Apostolic benediction, inter- 
mediary of Divine graces and pledge of Our. paternal 
good-will, to you, Our Beloved Sons, to our Venerable 
Brethren and to the clergy and people of your flocks, 
-but in a particular manner to all those who shall now or 
in the future contribute to the building of the National 
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Shrine of the Immaculate Conception at Washington. 
Given at St. Peter’s, Rome, the tenth day of April, 1919, 
in the fifth year of Our Pontificate. 

Benepict PP. XV. 


Christian Democracy 


Proressor G. ToNnIoLo. 

; Central Bureau Press Bulietin. 

P OPE LEO XIII bequeathed to posterity a completely 

developed system of Christian-social teachings. The 
history of modern science traces their source rather far 
back—to the first decades of the nineteenth century, from 
which time they continue to progress steadily. But for 
a long time these sources were merely monographic in- 
vestigations, fragmentary studies, academic discussions, 
occasional keen flashes of thought. 

At the present day the great Encyclicals of Leo XIII, 
which, sustained by the common light of the Evangelical 
teachings of Christian philosophy and revelation, have 
illuminated all the phases of social, civil and political 
knowledge in harmonious, logical connections. At the 
present day we possess a unified complex of sociological 
teachings, brought together in a system, which rests 
against the supernatural, which measures up to the prob- 
lems of our age, which, absorbing everything, takes unto 
itself all that is true in modern science and is proven by 
experience, and thus is prepared to oppose successfully a 
positivistic, materialistic and anti-Christian sociology. 

It is a new structure which was first declared to be 
impossible or at least unworthy of notice, but which soon 
acquired an uncontested right to recognition—so much sv: 
that no prominent exponent of contemporary economics, 
such as Wagner, Phillippovich, Schoenberg, Laveleye, 
Stein, neglects to consider a Christian school (of sociol- 
ogy) along with other schools. ' 

Whoever has studiously applied himself to the histori- 
cal development of the social question; whoever realizes, 
in the light of countless investigations and diffident prac- 
tical attempts, the depths of the labor movement, striving 
to obtain its rights; whoever understands the invincible 
tendencies of the movement, its dangers and its, to a 
degree, intrinsic justification; whoever weighs and 
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measures the corresponding spread of a scientific and 
fighting Socialism—a system which assumed to itself the 
mission of bringing salvation to society by means of 
violent catastrophes and radical efforts at reconstruction, 
posing all the while as the sole savior of the suffering 
and oppressed laboring classes; whoever considers the 
worthlessness, or at least the disproportion between the 
remedies proposed and the great evil—of the remedies 
which have arisen from, and continue to be suggested by 
private and State-inspired social initiative ; whosoever has 
considered all these things will comprehend the grandeur, 
the newness, the sacred courage of Leo XIII, who laid 
down a program of Christian democracy as against all 
these suggestions, and raised the banner of Christian 
democracy. 

The purpose of Christian democracy, in the mind of 
Leo XIII, is to liberate the masses from century-old 
injustice as from a newer form of slavery, whose victims 
they have been for centuries ; to restore their dignity and 
their rights; to strengthen the masses by a consciousness 
of duty and the co-operation of the entire higher classes 
of society, and finally to secure for them an existence and 
a degree of well-being compatible with their human 
dignity. Thus it aims to create an independent and 
legally recognized laboring class, distinguished by the 
marks of Christian and civic virtues. 

In the Middle Ages the masses were known by the 
exemplification of such virtues. By their practice the 
masses today can also strive with greater success towards 
the moral and religious goal which is the essence of cul- 
ture. The program of teachings and corresponding 
recommendations will remain one of the greatest his- 
toric innovations of modern times. 


Books on Church History 


ComPiILep By JoHN C. Revizte, S.J. 
Elementary Church History. 


Cunningham, F. A.: 

Episodes of Catholic History....... Benziger, $0.80 
Dreher, The Rev. T., D.D.: 
Outline of Church History......... Benziger, $0.45 
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MacCaffrey, The Rev. J.: 
History of the Catholic Church..... Benziger, $0.60 
Noethen, The Rev. T.: 
Compendium of Church History....Benziger, $1.25 
Wedewer, The Rev. H., and Rev. J. McSorley: 
A Short History of the Catholic Church, 
Benziger, $1.00 
All these are either for school B ng omy or for a brief 
review only of the wide field. To them may be added 
-compendiums of Church History by the Brothers of Mary 
(Dayton, $0.75), and the Sisters of Notre Dame ($0.0). 
For this list, and the following, the bibliography of Father 
F. S. Betten, S.J., for the Bulletin of the Catholic Educa- 
tional Association has been freely used. 
Larger Church Histories. 
Alzog, The Rev. J.: 
Manual of Universal Church History 
AF VOD 0 06s thneinede odatconn R. Clarke Co. $8.00 
“Not a mere compendium,” said Archbishop Roosevelt 
Bayley, “but a scholarly and original work; one of the 
best books in English on the subject, and admirably 
translated.” 


Birkhaeuser, The Rev. J. A.: 


History of the Church............. Benziger, $3.00 
Brueck, The Right Rev. H............ Benziger, $3.00 

History of the Catholic Church 
DO VO FV CRN ae eh due Benziger, $4.00 


While Alzog’s History will serve the purposes of the 
general reader, Dr. Brueck’s volume, to which additions 
have been made from the works of Cardinal Hergen- 
roether, is‘ well suited for the practical purposes of a 
collegiate course. The book is strongly recommended by 

_ the Dublin Review _and_the Catholic World. 
Businger, The Rev. L. C., and 
The Rev. Richard Brennan: 


History of the Catholic Church..... Benziger, $2.00 
Adapted from the German of Rev. L. C. Businger, by 
Father Brennan. The volume also contains a “History 
of the Church in America.” 
Darras, The Rev. J. E.: 
History of the Church (4 Vols.)...Benziger, $10.00 
Translated from the French, with an introduction and 
notes by Archbishop Spalding, of Baltimore. Not quite 
up to all the requirements of modern scholarship, and a 
little verbose, but interesting and inspiring reading. 
Funk, The Rev. F. X.: 
History of the Church (2 Vols.)....Benziger, $5.50 
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Manual of Church History........... Herder, $5.50 

The learning and scholarship of the late Dr. Funk, of 
the University of Tiibingen, are well known. Of the 
“Manual,” the Month writes “. . . .All things considered, 
we believe that the well-known text-book of ecclesiastical 
history compiled by the late distinguished Catholic scholar, 
F, X. Funk, -is the best work of the kind to be-put into 
the hands of our students for the priesthood.” 


Gilmartin, The Rev. T.: 


Manual of Church History (2 Vols.) Benziger, $8.00. 
Stebbing, The Rev. G., C.SS.R.; 


Story of the Catholic Church..... ....Herder, $3.25 
Walpole, F.: 


History of the Catholic Church...... Benziger, $1.50 
The Early Church. 
Allard, Paul: 


Ten Lectures on the Martyrs........ Benziger, $2.50 
j Mr. Allard, editor of the Revue des Questions Historique, 
4 and historian of Julian the Apostate, has here given us 
ty an authoritative book on a subject as important, from 
an apologetic point of view, as it is fascinating in itself. 
i In these ten lectures he studies the expansion of the 
L doctrines of Christianity, first within and outside of the 
Roman Empire, depicts the intensity of religious life in 
t the early days of the Church, draws a picture of the legis- 
é lation of hatred and persecution which dogged the steps 
of the first Christians, and traces the causes, reviews 
the number and the social conditions of the Martyrs, 
shows us the moral and physical trials to which they were 
subjected, throws open to us the acta of their trials, 
analyzes from the standpoint of the apologist, the testi- 
mony of the Martyrs, and gives an account of the honors 
which were paid to their memory. A model of historical 
research and: workmanship, one that should be set up 
before our future Catholic historians as a pattern upon 
which to form their historical and literary standards. 
Allies, T. W.: 
The Formation of Christendom, 


Fee GE 6s inte sa ncnas oes Benziger, $1.90 each 

A philosophy of church history, rather than a history 
in the strict sense of the term. Cardinal Vaughan said 
of the whole series: “It is one of the noblest historical 
works that I have ever read. It meets a need which 
becomes greater daily, with the increase of mental culture 
and the spread of education. No English work that I 
know, exhibits the mission of the Church to the world, 
in a more fascinating or a more convincing manner. If 
any man desires to ennoble his own estimate of the Catholic 
Church, let him read this work.” 
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Barnes, Mgr. A. S.: 
The Early Church in the Light of the 
Monuments Benziger, $1.75 
Cf. also his “St. Peter in Rome, and His Tomb on 
the Vatican Hill,” Benziger, $4.00 
Batiffol, Mgr. P.: 
Primitive Catholicism Longmans, $4.00 
An interesting volume for those who wish to follow 
the difficulties facing the early Church. One conclusion 
flowing from the author’s learned treatise, is that Chris- 
tianity is something more than a mere spiritual movement, 
not a mere brotherhood of love; it is a religion of authority. 
Fouard, Abbe Constantin: 
St. Peter and the First Years of 
Christianity Longmans, $1.25 
St. Paul and His Missions Longmans, $1.25 
The Last Years of St. Paul Longmans, $1.25 
St. John and the Close of the 
Apostolic Age Longmans, $1.25 
Together with the author’s “Life of Christ,” these 
volumes give an admirable account of the foundation and 
the early struggles of the Church. Special attention is 
paid to the study of the political, religious and social 
conditions of the times. 
Healy, The Rev. P.: 
The Valerian Persecution Benziger, $1.50 
Hergenroether, Cardinal: 
Primitive Christianity and the Catholic 
Benziger, $2.00 
An admirable development of the thesis that the Cata- 
combs in the treasures they have left us, give us an admir- 
able summary of the teachings of the early Church. 
Lynch, Rev. D. H., : 
The Story of the Acts of the 
Apostles Benziger, $1.75 


. .An illuminating commentary on the masterpiece 
of St. Luke. Taking the text of that admirable historian. 
' .Father Lynch makes us live through those momen- 
tous days, when Saul was smitten on the road to Damascus, 
when Peter had the vision in the house of Cornelius, and 
Paul stood before Felix and Agrippa and the sages of 
Athens. The book is written with ease, with accurate 
knowledge of the subject, but without any undue obtrusion 
of the scholarship everywhere manifest in its pages.” 
(America.) 


Newman, Cardinal: 
The Arians of the Fourth Century. .Longmans, $1.25 
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Patrology, Dogma. 
Bardenhewer, The Rev. O., D.D.: 


Patrology ; The Lives and Works of 


the Fathers of the Church........ Herder, $3.50 
Casey, The Rev. P., S.J.: 


Notes on Auricular Confession...... McVey, $0.25 
An unanswerable refutation of some of the objections 
against auricular confession, brought forward by Henry 
Charles Lea. Father Casey confines himself to a criticism 
of a few pages only of the Protestant historian, but shows 
that these few pages teem with false assumptions, sup- 
pressions of truth, and perverted representations of the 
teaching of the Fathers; extremely valuable, both from 

the apologetical and historical point of view. 

Fortescue, The Rev. Adrian: 


PO. GarGGle Fathers ...c ccc sccccesti Herder, $1.40 


The author of this charming volume is an expert in 
all that concerns the Churches of the East. 
3 Hilgers, The Rev. J., S.J.: 


’ The Roman Index, and Its Latest 































































































id IR ui rit 94 dn eek oie acaba etorne« Pustetd, $1.25 
A solid refutation of George H. Putnam’s book: “The 
i Censorship of the Church of Rome.” 

[ Kellner, The Rev. H., S.J.: 

‘" oe MTTPRTT ETP EET Benziger, $3.00 
A study of the dedestaditeds feasts and seasons, 

' O’Brien, The Rev. J 


History of the Mass and Its Cere- 
monies in the Eastern and Western 


> I Si ia wiih oak. woe Benziger, $1.59 


An old and deservedly popular work, full of interest 
and charm. 


Otten, Rev. B., S.J.: 
A Manual on the History of Dogma, 


GRWOMED rec crcicamwu edd Wer ckless Herder, $4.50 
Thurston, The Rev. H., S.J.: 

The Holy Year of Jubilee ........... Herder, $3.25 

Tixeront, The Rev. J.: 


History of Dogma, (3 Vols.) ah wing Herder, $5.00 
' *  Vilien, The Rev. A.: 


A History of the Commandments of 


NE RPIINOUS 6.0 cp. srorie As 6 ha Se. ban ee Bib Herder, $1.50 

To these can be added: Riviére’s “The Expansion of 
Christianity in the First Three Centuries”; Kirsch’s, “The 
Doctrine of the Communion of Saints in the Ancient 
Church”; Rauschen’s, “Eucharist and Penance in the First 
Six Centuries of the Church.” 
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